COASTAL AMERICA 2007 AWARDS PROGRAM 
PARTNERSHIP AWARD NOMINATION FORM 

1. Name of Nominated Project Team: 

Woodlands Trail and Park

“Creating a Legacy” in Southeastern Louisiana

2. Nomination Submitted by—

	


Name:                                     Doug Meffert



Title:



Deputy Director 

Agency or Organization: 
Tulane/Xavier Center for Bioenvironmental Research


Address: 


Heath and Environmental Research Bldg.





1430 Tulane Avenue, SL-3

City, State and Zip: 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

Tel: 



504.988.6910

Fax:  



504.988.6428

Email: 



dmeffert@tulane.edu

3. How did the team demonstrate the “value added” of a partnership effort? (i.e. How did this project or process accomplish what a single agency could not accomplish alone?) 

Woodlands Trail and Park is a nonprofit, 501-C-3 organization that began as a ambitious grassroots regional effort in 1997 to plan for smart growth while preserving, protecting and celebrating the natural beauty and cultural treasures within a 10,000-acre peninsula in the Metropolitan New Orleans area.  Currently recognized as one of three American Heritage Rivers Initiative “Keystone” projects for Louisiana, Woodlands Trail and Park is uniting the river communities of Orleans and Plaquemines Parish with a series of educational, recreational and historical greenways in one of our regions’ last stands of bottomland hardwoods.  Preservation of low-lying open space will provide the “natural sponge” to absorb storm runoff.  The trail system is providing increased exposure to wetlands thereby providing an “environmental classroom” to educate users of Louisiana’s Coast 2050 initiative and promote awareness of conserving, restoring, creating and enhancing wetlands in Louisiana.  

The Woodlands group has formed 15 local, regional and national partnerships and worked with organizations, private citizens, interest groups, corporations and governmental entities as a coalition to discover and celebrate the natural and cultural history of this area and thus begin their joint efforts in “Creating a Legacy” for future generations.   

As the project crossed many boundaries, it was necessary to establish relationships with many stakeholders including Orleans Parish, Plaquemines Parish, City of New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board, Army Corp of Engineers, Orleans Levee District, City of New Orleans Public Works, U.S. Coast Guard, Tulane University Museum of Natural History and Audubon Institute.

 One of the first Partnerships formed was with Plaquemines Parish Government.  After receiving an overview of the Woodlands project, the Plaquemines Parish Governmnet agreed to include Woodlands Trail and Park’s conceptual plans for both Orleans and Plaquemines Parish in their Bike Pathway Planning being conducted through the Regional Planning Commission.  The relationship formed with the Regional Planning Commission evolved into a lasting partnership that has assisted the Woodlands organization by serving as a liaison between various stakeholders and funding sources.  

The efforts in truly “Creating a Legacy” began in 2000 with Plaquemines Parish’s dedication by Ordinance of over 8 miles of forested greenway corridor to Woodlands Trail and Park for the establishment of educational, recreational and historical greenways.  

Following nominations by New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin, Plaquemines Parish President Benny Rousselle and David Muth of Orleans Audubon Society, Woodlands Trail and Park received designation as an America’s Wetland Birding Trail.  Barataria-Terrebonne National Esturay formed a partnership with Woodlands Trail and Park and provided funding to initiate the development of birding trails and interpretive signage within the dedicated property.

As the effort grew, Our Lady of Holy Cross College offered the Woodlands organization office space and the two organizations formed a partnership to work on areas of mutual interest.  This relationship led to the Woodlands Oral History Project.  With funding from the Library of Congress, the Louisiana State University T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History provided training to OLHCC History students.  The students and an intern completed the collection of Oral Histories of men who had been stationed on the Woodlands property during WWII.

Woodlands Trail and Park formed a partnership with Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry to develop educational program materials to teach school children to identify native an invasive species and provide educational opportunities to local teachers to encourage the incorporation of benchmarks into Woodlands Trail and Park’s “outdoor classroom”.

4. Describe the project or process you are nominating and how it is creative or innovative.   

The beauty of the peninsula that is the focus of the Woodlands Trail and Park projects stems from the natural characteristics of water flowing inward from the river and forming a natural basin for the collection of water and thus creating the habitat for wetland flora and fauna. This area, previously referred to as “Cypress Swamps” on the British Army map of 1815, provides the wetland habitat to abundant wildlife including an extended family of bald eagles.  The peninsula is fairly equally formed by Orleans and Plaquemines parish with a canal and levee erected after the flood of 1927 separating the two parishes.   Several years ago, over 400-acres of forested wetlands were filled to create a gulf course community.  The remaining parcels of land are primarily elongated lots established during the plantation era.  The area outside the gulf course community is sparsely developed.  Thus, the area provides an opportunity to plan for smart growth while providing a unique wilderness recreational opportunity.

Five thousand acres of this peninsula were used by the military as an Ammunition Depot during World War II and the Korean War.  In addition to the ammunition magazines within the area, the Woodlands group received information on twelve archeological digs conducted in the area from the Louisiana State Archeologist.  By working with one the organizations Advisory Board Members, Dr. Rob Mann, Regional Archeologist determine that ruins of previous unknown origin were those of the Stanton Sugar Mill and Plantation, the largest known mill in Orleans Parish.  Other known historical sites in the area include Fort St. Leon, Upper Magnolia Plantation and the Rockville Community.

From the outset of the effort, it was clear that many relationships and partnerships would be necessary as the regional effort would cross political jurisdictions and included multiple stakeholders at the local, state and federal level.  When the Woodlands group approached the New Orleans City Planning Commission in October, 1998 for advice to move the effort forward, the Principal Planner informed the group to just meet people, they will introduce you to other people who could be helpful and when you come full circle, it will happen.  Thus, began an effort of building a coalition of local, regional and national partnerships with organizations, corporations, governmental entities and special interest groups to launch a joint effort in “Creating a Legacy” for future generations.  

5. What are the most significant achievements of the project or process? 

Note: Project photos are welcomed (although not required) and should be sent separately following the procedures at the end of this form. 

Greenway Corridor Expansion - In 2005, with supporting documentation provided by Woodlands Trail and Park, Rep. Ernest Wooton assisted in the acquisition of 110-acres (Act 212) of forested property to allow the expansion of Woodlands Trail.  

World Wetlands Day – On February 2nd, Woodlands Trail and Park and Mignon Faget held a press conference to announce the release of the Mignon Faget – Woodlands Trail and Park “Palmetto”.   As the Palmetto is common to the understory in the bottomland hardwood forest, the palmetto image was sent to Mignon Faget on August 20, 2005 in attempts to inspire the creation of a jewelry design to benefit Woodlands Trail and Park and bring attention to America’s Wetlands.  Each jewelry piece sold includes the story of Woodlands Trail and Park, thereby bringing increased attention to smart growth efforts in the Greater New Orleans area.    ConocoPhillips underwrote the design.  This coalition of private enterprise working with a nonprofit organization has resulted in raising the awareness of the efforts of Woodlands Trail and Park and America’s Wetlands as the Palmetto has been purchased in twelve parishes within the state of Louisiana and fourteen states across the nation plus Washington, DC.  

Trail Clearing – Although providing major wind protection to the surrounding residential and commercial properties during the previous hurricane season, over 70% of the trees within the forested area dedicated to Woodlands were impacted.  Woodlands Trail established relationships with the Louisiana Hiking Club, Dr. Barbara Benson’s, University of Louisiana, Lafayette’s class on Naturalist and Docent Practices, U.S. Coast Guard and community volunteers to begin clearing debris from trails. 

Following two presentations by Woodlands Trail and Park to FEMA, $30,000 in funds were received to complete the clearing of 13.7 miles of trails including Woodlands stipulation that storm debris is left in the forest to provide nourishment for the next generation of trees.

Celebration of America’s Wetlands Month – On May 3, 2006, Woodlands Trail and Park held an event at Woodlands Trail to release the Mignon Faget – Woodlands Trail and Park Palmetto jewelry.  Students from 4 area schools attended to get a renewed look at Woodlands Trail following the recent re-establishment of trails by volunteers.  Many of the students attending were those who had participated in Woodlands Trail and Park’s educational hikes and presentation on Native and Invasive Species.

Judy Jones and Patti Faulkner, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, presented “Natural Areas Registry” signs to be posted within the park and a plaque to Plaquemines Parish President Benny Rousselle in gratitude for designating over 600-acres as “Woodlands Trail and Park Bird Sanctuary”

Earth Day  - On Saturday, May 13, 2006, Woodlands Trail and Park in cooperation with Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program and the Louisiana Wildlife Federation participated in Earth Day activities in Lafayette Square.  Using BTNEP’s Enviroscape, the public received presentations on the function and value of wetlands.   

In recognition of Earth Day, Edgar Veillon, Louisiana Wildlife Federation, announced the joint proclamation of Woodlands Trail and Park and LWF in support of Woodlands Trail and Park’s  “implementation of conservation efforts that will protect and improve the environment for the future well-being of our children and the wildlife we treasure”.   

New Orleans City and Louisiana Wildlife Federation Proclamations - In recognition of May being America’s Wetlands Month, Councilman-at-Large Oliver Thomas, Chairman of the Riverfront Development Committee, initiated a supporting proclamation by the New Orleans City Council.  He noted that the Woodlands project provides an  “economic opportunity to deal with our wetlands, ecosystem and national treasures”. 

After presentation of the framed proclamation by the Louisiana Wildlife Federation, Edgar Veillon, LWF and Representative to the National Wildlife Federation, reiterated the support for Woodlands Trail and Park’s efforts to establish greenway corridors by noting that such forested properties “are our first line of defense against hurricane winds” and that the Woodlands effort “presents a wealth of opportunities for recreation and in doing so generates millions of dollars for the state economy”. 

Partners Plan for Suppression of Invasive Species - In July 2006, Woodlands Trail and Park organized a hike and working lunch with partners and friends from Orleans Audubon Society, Mississippi River Basin Alliance, ConocoPhillips, National Oceanic Atmospheric Association, ACOE and Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry to develop plans for suppression of invasive species in Woodlands Trail and Park Bird Sancturary.  Their plans resulted in the request for a full proposal from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  In March 2007, Dr. Sean Anderson and his fifteen students in Environmental Science and Resource Management from California State University Channel Islands arrived at the Woodlands site to conduct an invasive species survey and develop the protocol for post-treatment and follow-up.  

Preserve America Nomination and Supporting Resolution by Parish Council – In November 2006, Algiers Economic Development Foundation nominated Woodlands Trail and Park for the Preserve America Award.  Following the nomination, the Plaquemines Parish Council proclaimed support for Woodlands Trail and Park’s nomination “in view of the longstanding dedication of [Woodlands Trail and Park] to form a coalition of local, regional and national partnerships with governmental entities, private citizens and corporations to preserve, protect and celebrate our priceless natural heritage”.  The nomination packet also included supporting letters by Plaquemines Parish President Benny Rousselle and Senator David Vitter.

City Business Woman of the Year – On November 10, 2006, Katie Brasted, President and Founder of Woodlands Trail and Park was honored by City Business Magazine as one of the 50 Women of the Year for the accomplishments and contribution of Woodlands Trail and Park to the region.

Woodlands Trail Classic – The 2nd Annual Woodlands Trail Classic was held on New Year’s Eve on Woodlands Trail giving the 132 registrants from several parishes within Louisianan the opportunity to view Woodlands Trail and raise funds for expansion of the Woodlands effort.

Land Trust – Woodlands Trail and Park and the Land Trust Alliance formed a partnership during 2006 in an effort to formulate a land trust for the Woodlands organization that will be able to hold conservation easements and property to further the greenway corridor mission.  Environmental Lawyers from Loyola and Tulane are working with the Woodlands organization to develop the Woodlands Trust and an accompanying Business Plan that is to be finalized in May 2007.

Greenway Corridor Expansion – The Woodlands group is working with Tulane City Center to evaluate the characteristics of low-lying corridors of undeveloped greenspace in Orleans Parish for possible expansion of the greenway corridor.  

Conservation Organization of the Year – Woodlands Trail and Park was honored as the Conservation Organization of the Year on March 3, 2007 by the Louisiana Wildlife Federation and the National Wildlife Federation for  “outstanding contributions to the wise use and management of Louisiana's Natural Resources". 

Funding – During the past year, Woodlands has worked with Congressional leaders, Regional Planning Commission, Plaquemines Parish Government, Federal Highways and the Governor’s Office to plan for Woodlands Trail and Park’s use of $475,000 in Federal funds and $166,000 awarded by the Governor’s Office Recreational Trails program to further the mission of preserving habitat for wildlife and increasing community awareness and access to wetland environments.  This group effort culminated in a meeting at Regional Planning Commission in December 2006 to plan for the execution of these contracts.  This funding in combination with the Woodlands Land Trust and the coalition of partners and sponsors will allow Woodlands Trail and Park to further the efforts of “Creating a Legacy” for future generations

6. Explain how the project or process contributes to Coastal America’s mission to protect, preserve and restore coastal resources. 

The Woodlands Trail and Park project has worked to successfully bring increased local, regional and national attention to their efforts to plan for smart growth while increasing community access to the river and historic sites.  The trails established thus far are providing increased community exposure to wetland environments.  By exposing the public to wetlands in a recreational setting, it provides increased public exposure and increased opportunities to educate users of the functions and values of wetlands and Louisiana’s dwindling coastline.   The Woodlands Invasive Species Project that is currently in process will provide an opportunity to suppress invasive species, restore native habitat while incorporating area school children in the restoration effort.  By incorporating local students, the project is addressing sustainability

The “gumbo” of local, regional and national partners in combination with governmental entities, corporations, small businesses, private citizens and interest groups working together is clearly what is allowing Woodlands Trail and Park to continue to move forward in “Creating a Legacy” for future generations

7. Has the project or process been endorsed by a Coastal America regional team? 

No formal endorsement has been made but we have worked with several Federal Agencies within the Coastal America program from the first funding for the Environmental Assessment from US Dept. HUD, to funding from the State Department of Agriculture and Forestry made available through the US Forest Service, DOTD at both the National and State levels, NOAA at the State level, ACOE regarding the PAS program and archeological resources.  Woodlands has also worked with various other Federal, State and local governmental agencies in varying degrees.

8. Team Partners 

Glenn Orgeron

President

Algiers Economic Development Foundation

3520 General DeGaulle Drive

New Orleans, Louisiana 70114

504.362.64.36 (Office)

504.362-6564 (Fax)

kathylynnaedf@bellsouth.net
Wynecta Fisher

Deputy Director

Mayor’s Ofc. of Environmental Affairs

1340 Poydras Street, 10th Floor
New Orleans, LA  70112
504 658-4074 (Office)
504 658-4397 (Fax)

wmfisher@cityofno.com
Joan M. Exnicios
American Heritage Rivers Initiative 

Archeologist and Chief,
Natural and Cultural Resources Analysis Section
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
CEMVN-PM-RN
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
504.862.1760 (Office)

502.862.2572 (Fax)

Joan.M.Exnicios@mvn02.usace.army.mil
Jennifer Coulson

President

Orleans Audubon Society

801 Rue Dauphine, Apt 304
Metairie, LA 70118
Jacoulson@aol.com 

Kerry St Pe

Richard DeMay   

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program
Nicholls State University Campus
P.O. Box 2663
Thibodaux, LA 70310   

1-800-259-0869 (Office)

985-447-0870 (Fax)

kerry@btnep.org 

richard@btnep.org 

Terry Eastin

Mississippi River Trail organization

Mississippi River Trail, Inc.
858 North Jackson
Fayetteville, AR 72701
479.236.0938
terry@mississippirivertrail.org 

Stanton F. McNeeley, III

Our Lady of Holy Cross College

4123 Woodland Drive

New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

504.398.2208 (Office)

504. 398.2298 (Fax)

smcneeley@olhcc.edu 

Mr. Walter R. Brooks
Executive Director
Regional Planning Commission
1340 Poydras Street
Suite 2100
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112

504.568.6611 (Office)

504.568.6643 (Fax)
rpc@norpc.org 

Plaquemines Parish Government

8056 Hwy. 23, Suite 308

Belle Chasse, LA 70037

504.274.2462  (Office)

504.274.2463 (Fax) bnungesser@plaqueminesparish.com
Woodlands Trail and Park “Creating a Legacy” in Southeastern Louisiana                      6

